TRACK and KIP
want You fo become a

Other Traces for You to Find

No animal can pags ’rhrough an area without leaving traces. The
more time you pend in ature, the more aware you will become
of that evidence. A< you walke down the trail, look for other
types of tracks and traces animals leave behind.

Different bird species bild vm'zclo

1 nestt. Somme voost in the cavities of Thank you for joining us on the trail today.
Zﬁfniﬁa‘;ﬁéf‘:y?oﬁva:ﬁoﬁjm We want you to join the Trail TRACKer Team. It’s fun, healthy and free.
bird, where woild yov b:’;,,,, your nest, Best of all, by keeping TRACK of your trails on our website, you can

_in the hollow of a free trunk like a earn prizes. For more information about the Trail TRACKer Team, other

j rvoodpecker or in the canopy of 3 fall TRACK Trail adventures near you, or for general information about the

| tree like the ved—tailed hank? 37k - .
Kids in Parks program, please visit our website at:

www.kidsinparks.com

The TRACK Trail program is part of the larger Kids in Parks
initiative sponsored by the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation, the Blue
Ridge Parkway and the Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina
Foundation. Working together with the Town of Wytheville’s Parks and
Recreation Department and the Wythe-Bland Community Foundation,
our mission is to increase physical activity of children and their families,
improve their nutritional choices and get kids outdoors.

The !argc oblong_ holes in this tree
weve created by Pi!ca‘!‘cal Woochakr/K
in Search of carpenter ants and bark
beetles. Other types of woodpeckers
make different Sized and chaped holes.
How many trees can you find with
traces left on them bb] wooalpooko%,?

: ’T‘mokjng_ things in natvre sure ig fun. ‘
M¢1 bvddu’ T'KAélS( is the expert. Lets 5
_ with him and ¢ee what we can find.
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The contents of scat piles are not e
; fhe on!»l clves we have of what sz:g m (Pgr/igm

animals like to eat. Many animals leave . . .
traces of their food chiices for v Sfor the Health of our Kids, our Communities and our Mountains.
to find. S@/iwok and chipmvnlc€ leave e S "
fragmented nuts and pine cones, while
bears flatten thickets of bervy bushes
in gearch of the bet bervies. Can you
find ;omo‘Hqing_ an animal hag eaten?

Well KIP,

J'ual ing_ by the Size
and shape of this track,
and the look. of the ¢cat
Ry we found earlier, I'm
Town of Wytheville’s Crystal Springs Recreation Area TRACK Trail Partners ' 5 POg;‘H\/& a fOX wag

, ' heve last nigh’r.
Tow of Withelille =
“Darks ¢ Locroation Department

Overall Kids in Parks Program Partners

ﬁnding_a Snake track ig difficult; but
OL(/:KIOVIB”V! we find other traces of
their presence. A snake’ shed i a

eat find. Snakes shed their old ¢kin
3 they grow larger. A a snake grows,
it forms a new <kin under the old one.
When the new ¢kin i¢ veady, the snake
Slithers ovt of it old ¢kin, ?oa\/ing the

_ Wythe-Bland
Community Foundation
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ched bonind. Visd i i L e BlueCross BlueShield | -
: A \ G pill . 7 of North Carolina BLUE RIDGE i
' ’ An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association PA R KWAV naccoon scal mav cnnlaln lhe eggs o' raccoon
How many different kinds of tracks and traces FOUNDATION roundworm, which can be fatal to humans.

did you find on your adventvre today? I you find scat, DO NOT handle it.



Raccoon tracks have five toes on their front and rear pans and regemble
miniature human—baby hand and foot prints.

@vg& yaccoons are omnivores (‘Hqcu] eat both plants and animals), their scat
can vary in Size; shape and color: A a rule of thumb; if you can't identify the
scat, treat it ag vaccoon scat and PO NOT disturb it

White-Tailed Deer

Deer tracks are v;va”q the eagiest to find becavse their hard hooves leave
better impressions than the Soft pans of other animals.

With their clustered pellets typically containing a dimple- on one end and a point
on the opposite end, deer ¢cat ic excily identifiable. Look for deer beds ag you
wale afong_ the trails in the Crystal Sprfnés Recreation Area.

Wild Turkey

Can you count to three? Wild 'h/rkcq and other birds can. AS male ‘!'Wkob]é
strut around, they often alyag_ their vvimg_ 1ips on the 5ybunol !oa\/ing_ Serapes.

Wild turkey scats ave vually large and tubular with a €135h+ curve on one end.
Becavse their diets vary throughovt the year depending on what foods are
available; their ccatt vary in appearance and gomerimes éz;k. like formless blobs.

Bears tracks have large palm prints with five foes. Their tracks ave ometimes
capped with clan marks, and their hinal—log tracks leave heel impreggions.

Like vaccoons, bears are omnivores. Their Scat varies in appearance dependin
on the time of year and what they have eaten - grasses in the spi’ing, bervies
in the cummer and insects from rotten logs in fall

Bohcat

Cat tracks have four toes on both the front and rear feet. Becavse cats have
retractable clans, claw marks are vgually not present in bobeat tracks.
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Containiingthe hair and bones from their prey, bobcat ccats are segmented and
blunt on the ends. AH‘hovgb bobeats have retractable clans which helps keep
them ¢harp, they Sometimes charpen them by sm‘!‘chir\g_ the trunk o; a tree.

Coqofo tracks are aFPVuxima‘folq 2.5 inches loog_

and capped with claw marks.
Their foes are closer ‘I’ogp‘i‘hw and less ¢play

than the toe of dog_ tracks.
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Conotes are opportunictic: eaters, moaning.‘f‘hoq’” eat almost amfl‘hing, and
therefore their scat can take many forms. Howevey, in 5pnora! coyote ¢cat i¢
long, with a vope-like twist and olonga’rcol poirted end.



