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and even other trees. This is because trees provide so many things ]

for people and the forest, including shelter, habitat, food and oxygen.
This TRACK Trail Adventure will help you identify six of the )

most common trees found along this trail.
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" The next generation of stewards .
. © il help preserve the world's plants, .
% | animals, natural lands and our heritage. |
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Use this brochure to identify
and learn about trees as you
hike along the trail. Come
back and explore often.
Nature changes daily!
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O Eastern Red Cedar rJumperus wremlana.l

Actually not a cedar but a juniper, this is the only evergreen (or mnifu'] native to
this area. Red cedar is planted in shelterbelts for year-round wind protection and
wildlife habitat. Smell the leaves and you'll know why Native Americans used them
as air fresheners. The purple, berry-like cones are used commercially to flavor gin.
The durable wood is used for fence posts, house siding and furniture.

[ISilver Marle (Acer saccharinum)

Silver maple is a fast-growing tree with scaly gray bark and leaves with deep,
pointed lobes. Like other maples trees, it has winged seeds (called samaras) that
spin when they fall. Due to its rapid growth, silver maple is popular as a landscaping
tree and for wind-breaks on farms. The sap was used by Native Americans as a
remedy for various physical ailments.

O Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa)

This native, long-lived tree is often called “mossy-cup oak" because of the fringed
margin of the cup that covers half or more of the acorn. Bur oak is drought-resistant,
with taproots that can grow to be fourteen feet long in eight years. The leaves have
5-9 lobes, with the two center notches usually reaching to the midrib of the leaf.
Large bur oaks were harvested by pioneers for cabins, fence posts and fuel.

The Need fo Know
How Trees Grow
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Plants and trees have the ability to make their own food in a process known as
photosynthesis. They do this by sucking water and nutrients from the soil up
through their xylem and into their leaves. The water and nutrients are combined
with carbon dioxide and sunlight to make a sugary food called glucose. This food
then travels down through the phloem to the rest of the tree, so it can grow.

Wiustratiens by David Wilkiarms,
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[]Green Ash fFraxlnus pennsvluamcus]

A medium-sized tree with compound leaves (many leaflets on one stem] the
green ash grows well in many areas of South Dakota. The winged seeds last
through the winter and attract birds, deer and rabbits. Native Americans used
the wood to make bows, arrows, tipi pegs, drums and meat-drying racks. If you
have a wooden tennis raquet or baseball bat, it might be made from green ash.

I:ICoﬂonwood (Populus deHoides)

Cottonwood is the largest and fastest growing treein South Dakota. It is native
to moist soils along streams and wetlands throughout the state. In South
Dakota, it is primarily used as a shade tree inriverside parks or other low, moist
areas. Native Americans ate the young sprouts and inner bark for its nutritive
value and sweetness. The wood is used for making boxes, crates and pallets.

O Hackberv (Celtis occidentalls)

Note the corky warts or ndges on the gray bark. The coarsely serrated Iance-
shaped leaves are thin and sometimes sandpapery. The fruit is purple and
berry-like. This tree is sometimes called sugarberry because the ripe berries are
very sweet. Native Americans valued the plant as a food and medicine. Many wild
birds and mammals eat the fruits.



