T'ips for Finding, Tracks

Finaling_ tracks i easier if you know when, where and how to look.

look for tracks oarlq in the ola»] wheve the broken moming_
dew 5_E\/o; away the animalg Pa+h or late in the afternoon

when the angle of the qun cagts chadows in the tracks. State Park, the National Park Foundation and other partners throughout

vel Hvougin the Fark, they leave tracks and traces
too. Look. behind yov. do Yov See any traces of Your presence here?
Ovr vole in a hoaH’hv] ccoéqg’rcm i¢ to minimize the iMPad' of our
traces. When \/i;iﬁng_ our parks and forests, vemember o fake only
Ploﬁ/ro; and leave on!q tracks.

TRACK and KIP /)
want You fo becomea

Whevre to Look: Since all animals need to vigit
water Sowrees, look for their tracks afovz
streams, creeks, ponds, lakes or even puddles.
The Soft and and wet mvd makes it easier for
animals to leave zood
tracks. Look at how well
my track shons vp in ;
that moi¢t sand. Another
P!aw to look. for tracks
i in the loose; dry <oils
afong_ the &dgpg of trails.

Thank you for joining us on the trail today.

We want you to join the Trail TRACKer Team. It’s fun, healthy and free.
Best of all, by keeping TRACK of your trails on our website, you can
earn prizes. For more information about the Trail TRACKer Team, other
TRACK Trail adventures near you, or for general information about the
Kids in Parks program, please visit our website at:

www.kidsinparks.com

The TRACK Trail program is part of the larger Kids in Parks
initiative sponsored by the Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation, the Blue
Ridge Parkway and the Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina
Foundation. Working together with Chimney Rock at Chimney Rock

T_nokin things in natvre qure is fun.
~  TRACK and @raalv’ are the exrorf'c... lets 8°
- _with them and ¢ee what we can find,

Hey Garady,
J'ud in by the Size
nd smell of thig track,
| think we have

the community, our mission is to increase physical activity of children
Use a Tracking. Stick: Tracking sticks are and their families, improve nutritional choices, and get kids outdoors.
helpful tools that you can we to frack animals.
To make a tracking. stick, find a branch and .
place the end of i?ai’ the 7;00! of a track Kld:g mn @di’/{é‘...
and measure the dictance to the next track. for the }[e[tﬁ of our Kids, our Communities and our Parks.
Make a mark on the ctick of that distance. sy e
When the trail becomes hard fo follow, vée
the mark on the ctick to determine wheve : : ¢ R e prr—
the next track hould be located. 0 _ == QP rter taking. a closer ook,
| have my tracking. stick, and I'm rcach] to E ) i) Rl TR Tl B d Ca{q yov rf Vlg'h’l' TRACK..

591' ‘h'aak_ing. CGrab a stick... lets 50.’ i B .
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BlueCross BlueShield Raccoon scat may contain the eggs of raccoon
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FOUNDATION If you find scat, DO NOT handle it.
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Tracks

Coming. across animal tracks on a hike i exciting. However, it
more exciting. when Yov know what animals tracks qov’\/c found.
Use the Pio ves below to ho!F iolovrﬁfq a few of the more
common tracks that can be found here at Chimncb’ Rock.

Raccoons have five toes on their front
and vear pans, and their tracks look
like: mini baby hand and foot prints.
Raccoon tracks can often be found
near water.

Deer tracks are wually the exsiest fo
find becavse their hard hooves leave
better Emproggion; than the Soft panvg of
other animals. Deer like the meadon
ovtside Garadis Discovery Den, and
their tracks are often fond there.

Bears leave lavgg palm prints with
ive toes. Their tracks are ometimes
| capped with claw marks and, like
owr feet, their hind tracks leave a
eel impression.

Can Yov count 1o Three?
Wild twkey and other birds can. Ag
male turkeys strt around, they often
puff themselves :&‘h look. bizger and
more attractive fo the female tu S.
When doing_the display, they often draz |
their vvin;_ﬁ'?; on &oqng(;\‘ll li.f:/ing_ g
adlditional tracks for you o find.

A you walk down the tvail, imagine what wild animals may have

also traveled the path. Look for their tracks in Soft sand and

mudcly areas. When yov find a track, what kind of animal do

o think mighf have left it? What direction was it h/a\/oﬁngf
ee how far you can track it withovt l&a\/ing_ the trail.

Scat

Scat, the ¢cientific name for animal poop, can help vs identify
what types of animals are [iving in the forest. The ¢cat Gize,
shape and contents can provide clves as o which type of animal
went “number two” on the trail.

Because vaccoons ave omnivores (the
H eat both plants and animalc), their ccat
H con vary in gize, shape: andl color: Notice
the di;}cmrﬁ' ingredients and chapes
fo the scat in +§Z raccoons latrine
(bathroom). AS a vule of thumb, if you
can't identify the ¢caf; freat it a
vaccoon scat and PO NOT digturd it

With their clustered pellets typically
containing_a dimple on one end and a
poirt on The opposite end, deer seat i
cadllj identifiable. Dof:onoﬁng_ on what
theyve eaten, their ceat pellets will
either be in loose piles or clumped
fbgpﬁ/\or in biggpr blobs.

Deer

Like raccoons, bears are omnivores,

and their scats will vary in appearance
doponoling_ on the time of year and what
‘Hwb] have eafen. In Spring, bear seat ic
filled with zrasses, and in qummer their
with berry seeds.

Wild tu scats are wually larze and
fubular m a slight corve gn oné:/cnd.
Becavse their diets vary throughovt
the year dop@nding_ on what foods
are available, their scatt algo vary in
appearance and Sometimes look like
fgrm{oéé blobg.

When vou find a pile of scat, try fo

ess what fype of animal may
have left it. But remember, dont touch or dicturb it I¢ the ¢cat
from an herbivore (scat will be made up of plant material), carmivore
(scat will contain animal bones and fur), or an omnivore (scat will
have both plant and animal Parﬁ)?

Traces

Besides their ¢cat and tracks, animals leave other Sizng of their
presence in the forest. From the trails they make, fo the food

Seraps they leave... you can find 415144 of animalg everpwhere. How
many ‘other” traces of animalg can Yov find a!ong_ the tvall 'f’oolav’_?

Different bivd gpecies build nique
nests. Some voost in the cavities of
trees, some live in bushes and others
build intricate nests. If vou were a
bivd, where wovld you build your nest?
On the edge of a cliff like the
ereayine falcon, or in the canopy of a

fall Tree like the red—tailed hawk.

The large oblong_ holes in this tree i

were created Y Pi(oa‘l‘cd woodpeckers :
in gearch of carpenter ant¢ and bark |
beetles. thoryﬁqpoé of woodpeckers
make different cized and chaped holes. |
Can v find any trees with traces
that woodpeckers left on them?

N
b

¢ 3 1o l:kerll
| The contents of scat piles are ot the
3 on!q clves we have of what animals eat:
Many animals leaves fraces of their
R food choices. §@/iml§ and chipmunics
leave fragmented nts and pine cones,
g while beare flatten thickets of berry
bushes in earch of the best berries.

ﬂnalinéa snake track is difficult; but
oceagionally we find other traces of
their presence. A ¢nake’ ched i¢ a

at find. Snakes shed their old ¢kin
a6 the w larzer. AS a snake zrons,
it forv\’/?gé:unow én vnder the old one
and then dlithers out of it old ¢kin,
fca\/ing_ the shed behind.

No animal can pags ‘H’VOVgh an area without loa\/ing_ traces. The
more time you Spend. in hatvre, the more aware 70\/ will become
of that evidence. A¢ yov walk down the trail, slow down and
ook for woodpecker hole in trees or for animal frails, two of
the eagiest traces to find.



