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Twitter While You Work

The birds found on Theodore Roosevelt Island are working to find food. Your job as
birdwatcher-in-chief is to see what birds you can find here and discover how they are unique.

Northern Cardinal
Cardinalis cardinalis

This vibrant bird eats seeds,
fruits, and insect larvae. The
photo on the left is a female.
Can you spot her bright red
mate? Listen for the sounds
of “purdy purdy purdy... whoit,
whoit,whoit, whoit”.

Tufted Titmouse
Baeolophus bicolor

These little birds eat bugs and
seeds. They have a strong,
clear song that sounds like
“peter peter”. Titmice and
chickadees often group
together in “feeding flocks,”
especially in winter.

Carolina Chickadee
Poecile carolinensis

These round little song birds
tend to fly slowly, so you have
a good chance of spotting
one. They have a bright clear
call that sounds a lot like their
name: “chika dee dee dee”.

Downy Woodpecker
Picoides pubescens

If you hear a fast hammering
above your head, a downy
woodpecker could be pecking its
lunch out of a nearby tree. Downy
woodpeckers are the smallest
woodpecker in North America.
They have very short bills and it’s
call is a quick “pik... pik... pik”.

Canada Goose

Branta canadensis

You'll almost always see Canada
geese in flocks. Look around the
marsh and see if you can spot
one of their nests on the ground.
If you hear a “hronk” in the sky
look up for a gaggle of geese
flying above you ina “Vv”.

Mallard

Ana platyrhynchos

To attract a mate, the male
mallard has a shiny green
head and neck. The female
is camouflaged to protect
her nest from predators. Like
most ducks, mallards make a
distinctive “guack” sound.

For the Love of Birds

Theodore D. Roosevelt, our 26th
US president, loved birds. He
was the first president to create
a bird reserve, a section of land
that is set aside to protect birds.
By the end of his presidency, he
established 50 more refuges for
our feathered friends.

Osprey
Pandion haliaetus
“Teeeaa”

E i N L e

Theodore Roosevelt once said, [

“Spring would not be spring without bird
songs, any more than it would be spring '
without buds and flowers, and | only wish \
that besides protecting the songsters, the

birds of the grove, the orchard, the garden

and the meadow, we could alse protect the (
bivds of the sea-shore and of the wilderness.” |

K
If you were president, what animal or place would you L X
protect? Why?




