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Thanks for joining us
on the trail today!

Visit our website
to find more TRACK Trail ™
adventures near you!
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Follow us on James River and Kanawha Canal
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BLUE RIDGE ' of North Carolina At Lock 7, you can use this brochure to discover
FouNDATION foundation how locks were used in canal systems and how
they helped in transporting goods and people.
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_L Towpath

The towpath is the route that mules and horses walked to pull
the canal boats between towns. This towpath was 15 feet wide
and stretched between Richmond and Buchanan, Virginia.
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@® Prism

Canal boats traveled up and down streamina “ditch”, called a prism, that
paralleled the river. It was free from rocks and logs and wide enough for canal

boats to easily pass by each other. 160 miles of prism were dug for this canal.
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Today, Battery Creek flows into the prism, depositing silt, rocks,
and debris, and creating islands. When the canal was operational,
the creek would have been diverted away from the prism.

@® Slack water

Slack water is the term used for sections of the river where the water was
deep and slow enough for the canal boats to use. Digging prisms in these

sections was unnecessary. Locks allowed boats to enter and exit slack
water sections of the river.

@ Lift Lock

Locks were used to raise and lower watercraft to match up or downstream
water levels. There were 90 locks on the James River and Kanawha Canal.
Functioning much like an elevator, Lock 7 raised and lowered boats 13 feet.
Boats traveling upstream were raised into the prism, while boats traveling
downstream were lowered into the slack water section of the river.

Boats could “Lock through” in about 10 to 15 minutes.

How the lift lock worked:




