
“We Can 
Take It!”

        Life in the CCC

The CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) was a 
program started to give young men jobs during 

the Great Depression. From 1933 to 1942, 
enrollees built roads, bridges, trails, and other 

infrastructure that we still enjoy today. Use this 
brochure to explore the life of a CCC enrollee.
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The CCC used local resources to build infrastructure. 

Can you find these construction materials?
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Calisthenics

Woodsmanship

Observation

Tools of the Trade

Wayfinding Challenge

“We can take it!”

Wilderness HAZARDS

“We can take it!” was more than just a slogan for 
enrollees of the CCC, it was a way of life. The program 
built the young men up through exercise, education, 
skills training, and a long list of projects to complete. 
The day began every day at 6 AM and ended with a 

strict lights-out call at 9PM. Let’s get to work!

For many enrollees, their CCC assignment was their 
first immersive experience in the wilderness. Building 
a collection of wilderness skills and knowledge was 

essential to completing projects.

Observation was the most 
important skill for enrollees. 

It kept enrollees aware of 
dangers, valuable resources, 

and prevented them from 
getting lost in the woods.

Record 3 recognizable features along the 
trail. On your way back, look for those same 
features and check them off to verify you are 

still on the right trail.

Camp life included a strong focus on the health of 
enrollees. The men had access to medical care as well 
as opportunities for healthy activity. Every morning 
began with a routine of calisthenic exercises.

jumping jacks

Crunches pushups

Stinging 
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Water
Hemlock

Find an open 
space to warm up 

with some calisthenics. 
Take 30 seconds with 

each exercise.

Check off the exercises 
you complete.
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DIGGING BREAKING SOIL/ROCK

FELLING TREES CHOPPING

Feature 1
found
again?

found
again?

found
again?

feature

feature

feature

What do you think these tools are for? 
Match each tool with its purpose below.

answers: 1. shovel; 2. mattock; 3. crosscut saw; 4. double-bit axe

Feature 2

Feature 3 skin irritant DEADLY if 
swallowed!

1. 2.

3. 4.


