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Visit our website
to find more TRACK Trail™
adventures near you!
@KidsInParksBRPF
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Field Marks

In addition to size, shape, location and behavior, field marks can be used to help identify birds. If you can’t identify
abird on your hike, remembering what certain parts of the bird looked like can help you identify it when you get home.
On your birding adventure, try to find a bird you don’t know and see if it has any of the following field marks:

Owing bars Onape Oecrown Ol eyestripe Ceyebrow

Does the bird Isthe bird's nape Does the bird have Doesthe bird Does the bird

have wing bars a different color? acolored “cap” ora have a stripe have an eyebrow?

or patches? crest on its head? through the eye? What color?

[tail bars T

Arethere any stripes il

across the bird's tail? [ ™= Cyanocitta n_.Bm.qE LIbeak or bill

harsh “Jayy What shape and
color are the beak?
o -
Ctail markings A AT

=

Does the bird have —

white edges on Its tall Obelly Oside O breast LI throat
or a different coloron What coloris Does the bird Does the breast Is the bird's
the tip? the bird’s belly? have coloring have speckles or throata

on the sides? bands of color? different color?




What kind of bird
is that?

When identifying birds, start by observing their location and
behavior. Is the bird up high, making noise? Or is it on the
ground, digging in leaves? Next, observe its appearance.

Is it big like a crow, or small like a sparrow? Does it have
pointy wings, or a long tail? What color is it? And what

sort of markings does it have? These things can help

you identify the birds you are looking at!

Check off the birds
you find on your
hike today!

{YMourning Dove

Zenaida macroura
mournful “oo00H
cooo coo coo™

iustrations by David Williams
Wingin' It Works

(O Turkey Vulture -
Cathartes aura S
warmning “hsssss”

) Red-tailed Hawk
Buteo jamaicensis
“keeee-arr” raspy scream

() American Goldfinch
Spinus tristis
“per-chik-ory”
in flight

() Brown-headed Nuthatch

Sitta pusilla () Eastern Towhee
“pri-u, de-u, de-u”, Pipilo erythrophthalmus
“bit-bit-bit" “drink your teeeee”

() Carolina Wren

Thryothorus ludovicianus
varied “pidaro pidaro pidaro”

(") American Robin
Turdus migratorius
“plurri, kliwi, plurrri, kliwi"

() Red-headed Woodpecker
Melanerpes erythrocephalus
“kerr-uck, kerr-uck”

() Morthern Cardinal
Cardinalis cardinalis

whistles “woit woit
chew chew chew”

() American Crow
Corvus brachyrhynchos
“caww caww’™

(") Carolina Chickadee
Poecile carolinensis
“chickadeedeedee”




