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Cherokee Legends

@® Can you run as fast
as the deer?

rabbit -

@ Take a giant leap and see
how far you can go!
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The Water Beetle and the Buzzard

When all the world was water, the water beetle offered to go and see
what was below. The water beetle dove to the bottom and came up with
soft mud. The mud began to grow and formed what we now call the eart

- O How many times can you “dive down™
and then “swim up” like the water beetle?
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The Great Buzzard, father of all buzzards, was sent by the animals
see if the wet land was ready for them. He flew all over the earth,
to the ground When he reached Cherokee country, he was tired ,and"
wings began to strike the ground. Wherever they struck the earth,
valley formed. And where his wings rose up again, a mount. ﬁorm
That was how the mountains came to be here. !

O Flap your arms like a buzzard for 30 seconds'

~ would go. She could run on top of the water or dive to the bottom, 50 she

- and brought it back to the animals. Ever since, we have had fire.

The Black Racer and the Water Spider

In the beginning the world was cold. A fire was put into the bottom of a
hollow sycamore tree that grew on an island. The animals knew it was
there but could not get toit. The little black racer snake said he would
try. He swam to the island and crawled into a small hole at the base

of the tree. The heat proved to much for him and after dodging about
blindly over hot ashes, he managed to escape without any fire. His body
was scorched black and he has a habit of darting around to this day

(O Can you dart around like the black racer?
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After many animals had tried and failed, the little water spider said she

could make it to the island. She spun a thread from her body and wove it
into a tusti bowl. She put one small ember of burning coal into her bowl

O How far can you crawl like the water spider?
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