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The blade, or leaf of a fern can be found in five major forms. Look at Bracken Fern |:|
how the blade splits into leaflets. How many blade forms canyou find? oo rigiym aquilinum)
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Spores Not Seeds

Most plants use seeds to reproduce, but ferns use
single cells called spores. Depending on the fern
species, spore-producing objects called sori are
found on either fronds or stalks. Some spores that
are released and find moist ground will germinate.
Can you find sori on a fern?

Netted Chain Fern D

(Woodwardia areolata)

Are the leaves waxy? Are the fronds deeply lobed?
W2l Do the veins of the leaf form a net-like pattern?

Ht. 6-18" tall >
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Leaflet with sori




Fern Parts
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The image below shows all the major parts that might be TRACK your hike at
found on a fern. Find a fern near the trail. e ~ &
How many different parts can you identify? ka s;n?ast _c@ 7

Note: not all ferns have all of these parts. k
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v and get 'REE prizes!
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Ferns are among the oldest types of plants on
Earth and were one of the dominant plants when
dinosaurs lived. Today, ferns grow all over the
world in many shapes and sizes.
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Visit our website
to find more TRACK Trail™
adventures near you!
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