
Freed by Fire
Some trees rely on fire to 

spread seeds. Cones that 
need fire to release seeds 

are called serotinous cones.

These cones are normally sealed up 
tight with a resinous “glue”, but fire 

melts the “glue”, allowing the cone to 
open up and release its seeds. 

Can you find a sealed cone?

Can you find an open cone?

Sealed Open

Even though some trees need it, fires 
can be very bad for wildlife and people. 

You can prevent accidental fires.

Campfires are the most common cause of 
wildfires. You can prevent wildfires by making 

sure your campfire is completely dead.

Which campfire is no longer a danger?
circle your answer

Answer: None of these. A campfire 
is only dead when there is no smoke 

and it is cool enough to touch.
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