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Color the firefly 

Fantastic Fireflies
Fireflies are a magical thing to see on 
warm summer nights. Have you seen 
fireflies in your neighborhood? 

Even though they are sometimes 
called ‘lightning bugs’, it isn’t electricity 
that causes the glow. Instead, a chemical 
reaction in their abdomen creates light. 
Most fireflies glow yellow-green, but some 
glow orange, red, or even blue! 

Fireflies flash their light in unique patterns 
to identify and find each other in the dark. 
It is similar to the human language called 
‘morse code’ which is made up of long 
and short signals. You can say “hello” to 
the fireflies in morse code by turning a 
flashlight off and on in this pattern:
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